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Reading has always played a significant role in American life. 
It has served as an aid to meeting personal needs, to establishing social 
understanding, to promoting social stability, and to learning. The 
amount and quality of materials read by college students is closely 
related to, and influenced by the motives which colleges provide, by the 
colleges' provision of adequate or inadequate facilities for leisure 
time reading, and by the kinds and degrees of guidance given in reading. 
Thus, there is an urgent need for sources and a basis for making extra¬ 
curricular reading a more dynamic force in the lives of students.^- 
Before any type of desirable reading interests and habits can be 
established, or improved on the part of the students, information is 
needed concerning their present reading activities and the influences 
2 
which determine their development. 
Although recent research in this area has been limited, it has 
still shown some significant trends and factors as related to the leisure 
time reading of college students. Some of these factors, as revealed by 
heading in the High School, and College. Forty-seventh Yearbook 
of the National Society for the Study of Education, Part II (Chicago: 
University of Chicago Press, 1948), p. 3* 
2 
William S. Gray, The Reading Interests and Habits of Adults (New 
York: Macmillan, 1930), p. 3- 
1 
2 
Willard Abraham's study^- are: that college students do read some fiction 
and non-fiction and would like to read more; that they read the works 
of many respected past and present-day authors; that they voluntarily 
read a number of magazines that were previously required reading; that 
they read the more serious parts of the newspaper as well as the comics, 
sports, theater, and screen news. Abraham's study also revealed that 
seniors in his study did more leisure time reading than freshmen; that 
the most prominent types of books read were adventure, strong characteri¬ 
zation humor, and fantasy; and that the favorite magazines read, in their 
2 
order of preference, were Time. Newsweek. Harneya,and the Atlantic. s 
Examples of negative trends revealed in Abraham's study are that 
college students devote only a few hours per week to reading materials not 
assigned in classes; that their leisure time reading of books is extremely 
limited; and that little reading is done in the more scholarly magazines. 
The larger number of students in Abraham's study had not done any leisure 
3 
time reading in the past two months. 
A more recent study, conducted by Joseph Mersand,^ was also an 
attempt to analyze the reading interests and habits of college students. 
In Mersand's study a questionnaire of six questions was sent to the librarians 
of all the institutions of higher education that were listed in Part 3 of 
■^Willard Abraham, "The Reading Choices of College Students," 
Journal of Educational Research. XIV (February, 1952), 459-65- 
2Ibid., p. 462. 
3 
Ibid., pp. 460-465. 
4 
Joseph Mersand, "The Reading of Today's College Students," Wilson 
Library Bulletin. XXXVI (November, 1961), 238-41. 
3 
the Educational Directory of the Ü. S. Office of Education for 1959-1960• 
It was thought that college librarians would have a good idea of what 
college students read, how often they read it, and perhaps why they read 
certain materials. 
Although less than one-fourth of the librarians responded to 
Mersand's questionnaire, those responding did represent a cross-section 
of the college and universities listed. On the basis of the returned 
questionnaires the following conclusions were drawn: that most college 
students are reading more non-required books and periodicals than before; 
that they are reading more quality non-fiction than before; that they 
have better reading tastes than former students; and that they are develop¬ 
ing lifetime habits of reading good books.^ 
Purpose and Scope 
No survey similiar to that done by Abraham, or of a group of 
college librarians such as the Meraand study can replace a study of a 
specific group of college students about whom one desires information 
concerning their reading interests and habits. Therefore, a study of the 
reading behavior of Morehouse College students, through a questionnaire 
administered to them, will provide the specific details concerning their 
reading interests and habits. 
The purpose of this study is to analyze the extracurricular read¬ 
ing interests and habits of students of Morehouse College in Atlanta, 
Georgia. It is undertaken on the basis of the assumption that a knowledge 
of these interests and habits will provide concrete evidence which can be 
1mi- 
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used to improve the facilities for such reading and to improve the reading 
interests and habits of the students. 
This study might also be considered significant in that it will 
reveal the voluntary reading interests and habits of the students in the 
light of their areas of subject concentration at Morehouse College. It is 
hoped that the faculty will utilize the data to improve the selection of 
materials for the College Reading Room and its services in order to ful¬ 
fill the reading needs and interests of the students. 
Kig-jaxisal. g ketokjal-Morakaag a-fiflllagfl1 
Morehouse College, "an institution for the education of men for 
constructive leadership and service," was organized by the American Baptist 
Home Mission Society of New York, in I867, in Augusta, Georgia, and named 
"The Augusta Institute." It was moved to Atlanta in 1879. while still 
under the presidency of Reverend Joseph T. Robert, and renamed "The Atlanta 
Baptist Seminary." It then owned only a small three-story structure lo¬ 
cated near the Atlanta Terminal Station. It remained there until the 
Spring of 1890 when it was moved to its present location, on Fair Street, 
between Ashby and Chestnut Street. In 1897 an amendment to its charter 
changed its name to "The Atlanta Baptist College" and granted it full 
college powers. In 1912 another amendment to its charter changed its 
name to "Morehouse College," in honor of the Reverend Henry L. Morehouse 
who was then Corresponding Secretary of the American Baptist Home Mission 
Society. 
Storehouse College Bulletin, Catalogue Number^. 1959-19PP., . Announce¬ 
ment. I96O-I961, Vol. XXVIII, May, i960 (Atlanta: Morehouse College), 
pp. 23-24. 
5 
Between 1871 and 1940 Morehouse College was headed by five different 
presidents and one acting president. They were: Reverend Joseph T. Roberts 
(1871-1884), President Samuel Graves (I885-I89O), President George Sale 
(1890-1906), President John Hope (1907-1931) • an<3 President Samuel Howard 
Archer (1932-1937)» Or. Charles D. Hubert, Director of the Morehouse School 
of Religion, served as Acting President from December, 1937 to June, 194°• 
In 1940 the present administrator, Dr. Benjamin Elijah Mays, was elected 
President. 
Morehouse College is affiliated with Atlanta University, Clark 
College, The Interdenominational Theological Center, Morris Brown College, 
and Spelman College, as a part of the "Atlanta University Center,and 
it holds membership in the United Negro College Fund. 
Library Facilities for Morehouse College Students 
Morehouse College students are provided library facilities through 
the Atlanta University Trevor Arnett Library. This library was designed 
to meet the needs of the graduate students in the five schools of Atlanta 
University, the students at Morehouse College and the junior and senior 
students of Clark, Morris Brown and Spelman College. It is also available 
to students in the Interdenominational Theological School which institution 
2 
is a part of the Atlanta University Center. 
In addition to the services rendered by the Trevor Arnett Library, 
Morehouse College established a reading room in 1953» This reading room, 
located in Sale Hall, on the Morehouse College campus, was designed 
originally as a reading room for students in the first two years of college, 
1£bid.., pp. 24-25. 
2 
Ibid.. p. 28. 
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to supplement the resources of the Trevor Arnett Library, and to provide 
a place for general reading and study for Morehouse College students, es¬ 
pecially after the Trevor Arnett Library has closed. 
The Reading Room which seats 54 students, is open Monday through 
Friday, and on Sunday. Its week day hours are 8:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.; 
1:30 - 5:00 p.m. and 6:30 - 10:30 p.m. Its Sunday hours are 6:30 - 10:30 
p.m. The Collection in the Reading Room consists of approximately 6,000 
volumes of well-selected books, concerning the subject areas of the college 
curriculum and some general reference books. A few general magazines are 
subscribed to and the New York Times Newspaper, the larger Negro weekly 
newspapers and the local newspapers. The books in the Reading Room do not 
circulate except to faculty members. 
Mff.thgdjaJ-ggY. 
The first step in the development of this study was to secure the 
permission of the Dean of Morehouse College to administer a questionnaire 
on the reading habits and interests of the students during a Chapel period 
that is devoted primarily to programs planned by student organizations. 
Next a questionnaire was constructed to secure the desired in¬ 
formation from students about their leisure-time reading interests and 
habits. The questionnaire which contained seven parts sought to ascertain 
what non-assigned books had been read by the students during the past six 
months;their first, second, third and fourth preferences for types of 
books they liked to read; the magazines and newspapers that they read 
regularly; the types of newspaper articles they read most frequently; 
their reasons for reading books, magazines and newspapers; the sources 
from which they obtain their reading materials; and, "the amount of time 
7 
they spend per week in non-assigned reading as a result of their own 
personal interest and pleasure. Stanley L. Payne's The Art of Asking 
Questions^- and "A Reading Interest Questionnaire" used by Williams. Gray 
in his Reading Interests and Habits of Adults2 were used as basic re¬ 
ferences in the construction of the questionnaire (see Appendix). 
The questionnaire also provided for securing personal data about 
the students to be used in analyzing the information about leisure-time 
reading interests and habits. The personal data included classification 
(freshman, sophomore, junior or senior), major subject area of concentra¬ 
tion; home towns and states, and fraternity membership. 
The questionnaire was administered on April 2, 19&2 at 9=°0 a.m. 
during the Chapel period. The students and the teacher of the Research 
Methods class of the Atlanta University School of Library Service assisted 
in administering the questionnaire which was passed out to the students 
as they entered the Chapel. The writer explained the purpose of the 
questionnaire to the assembled students. Library school students were 
stationed throughout the Chapel and were available to answer individual 
questions of the college students as they filled out the questionnaires. 
Library School students collected the questionnaires and the writer 
thanked the students for their cooperation. 
The data supplied by the students was tabulated, analyzed and 
classified according to students' classification (freshman, sophomore, 
junior or senior), Major subject area of concentration, home state and 
fraternity affiliation. Conclusions were then drawn about the leisure-time 
^Stanley L. Payne. The Art of Asking Questions (Princeton: Prince¬ 
ton University Press, 1951) • 
2 
Gray, pp„.cit.. pp . 134-7. 
8 
reading interests and habits of the students of Morehouse College as 
represented by the students who participated in the study. 
A total of questionnaires were distributed to the students 
of Morehouse at the Chapel assembly. After the students had been in¬ 
structed and given time to fill out the questionnaires they were collected. 
Four-hundred and twenty-eight questionnaires were returned. Of these, 28 
were not filled out completely or contained absurd answers; these were 
discarded, leaving 4°0 questionnaires to be used. 
CHAPER II 
DESCRIPTION OF THE SAMPLE GROUP 
This chapter is concerned with the description of the sample group 
of Morehouse College students whose leisure-time reading interests and 
habits have been studied. The description includes their class level dis¬ 
tribution, their major subject areas of concentration, the geographical 
distribution of the students by their home states, and their fraternity 
affiliations . These data were correlated with the data provided by the 
questionnaires in order to discover the extra-curricular reading interests 
and habits of the students and the various factors causing differences 
and similarities. 
Grade Level Distribution of,the Sample Group 
The sample group was composed of 40° students enrolled in More¬ 
house College during the second semester of the 19&1-19°2 school year. 
The class levels of the students ranged from the freshman class to the 
senior class and included unclassified and special students. There were 
175 freshmen, 96 sophomores, 78 juniors, 48 seniors, two unclassified 
students and one special student (see Table 1). 
These data were sought in order to discover the extra-curricular 
reading interests and habits of the various classes. The findings were 
compared with a conclusion arrived at in an earlier study that seniors 
read more than freshmen.*- 




CLASS LEVEL DISTRIBUTION OF THE SAMPLE GROUP 




Freshman Class 175 43.75 
Sophomore Class 96 24.00 
Junior Class 78 19.50 
Senior Class 48 12.00 
Special 3 •75 
Total 400 100.00 
Ma-ior Subjects of Concentration 
The junior class, the senior class, and the unclassified and 
special students are considered in terms of their major subject areas of 
concentration. The freshman and sophomore classes were not considered 
in terms of subject majors, although most of the members of these two 
classes did list subject areas as their majors. The lower classman 
usually have their course programs confined to general education courses 
that are required of all college students. 
The distribution of the junior and senior students according to 
major subject areas of concentration were as follows: 3° in mathematics, 
17 in biology, 14 in sociology, 13 in political science, 12 in psychology, 
11 in business administration, seven each in history and physical education, 
five in chemistry, four in economics, three in French , two in English and 
one each in art, philosophy and Spanish. One junior did not indicate 
his major field of concentration (see Table 2). 
According to the analysis of major areas of subject concentration, 
6l of the upper class students in the sample were majoring in the social 
11 
sciences, 52 in the sciences, eight in the humanities, and seven were in 
physical education (see Table 3). 
TABLE 2 
MAJOR AREAS OF SUBJECT CONCENTRATION FOR JUNIORS AND SENIORS 
IN THE SAMPLE GROUP 
Subject Area Seniors Juniors Special Total 
Mathematics 13 16 1 30 
Biology 4 12 1 17 
Sociology 3 11 - 14 
Political Science 5 8 - 13 
Psychology 6 6 - 12 
Business Administration 4 7 - 11 
History 5 2 - 7 
Physical Education • 7 - 7 
Chemistry - 4 1 5 
Economics 3 l - 4 
French l 2 - 3 
English l 1 - 2 
Art l - - 1 
Philosophy l - - 1 
Spanish l - - 1 
None 0 1 - 1 
Total 48 78 3 129 
TABLE 3 
BROAD SUBJECT FIELD DISTRIBUTION OF THE 
SAMPLE GROUP 
Subject Fields Number 
Social Sciences  6l 
Sciences  52 
Humanities  8 
Physical Education  7 
Total 128 
Geographic Distribution of Sample Group 
bv Home State 
The students in the sample group came from 24 of the 5^ states in 
12 
the United States, the District of Columbia and from five foreign countries 
The home states listed by the students were: Alabama, Alaska, Arkansas, 
California, Connecticut, Florida, Georgia, Illinois, Indiana, Kentucky, 
Louisiana, Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, New York, North Carolina, Ohio, 
Oklahoma, Pennsylvania, South Carolina, Tennessee, Texas, Virginia and West 
Virginia. The countries listed included India, the Congo, Kenya, and 
Nigeria. 
A division of the states from which the students come into the 
regions of the United States--South, Northeast, Midwest, and West—should 
shed some light on the students' backgrounds. Of the students included 
in the sample group, 351 or 8?.75 per cent came from Southern states. 
The states composing this region were Alabama, Arkansas, Florida, Georgia, 
Kentucky, Louisiana, North Carolina, South Carolina, Tennessee and Virginia 
The next largest number of students, l6 or four per cent came from 
the Southwestern states of Oklahoma and Texas. Fourteen or 3 »5 per cent 
came from the Midwestern states of Illinois, Indiana, Michigan, Minnesota, 
Missouri and Ohio; 13 or 3*25 per cent came from the Northeastern states 
of Connecticut, New York, Pennsylvania and West Virginia; four or one per 
cent came from the foreign countries of India, Kenya, Nigeria and the Congo 
and three or 0.75 per cent of the students came from Washington, D. C. and 
the Far Western states of California and Alaska (see Table 4) • 
F£3ternity..Aff^iatippg 
Fifty-four or 13»5 Per cent of the students of the sample group 
indicated membership in a fraternity at Morehouse College. Thirteen of 
these students were seniors, 18 were juniors, 22 were sophomores and one 
was a freshman (see Table 5)• 
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TABLE 4 
GEOGRAPHIC DISTRIBUTION OF SAMPLE GROUP BY 
HOME STATE OR COUNTRY* 











North Carolina 21 
South Carolina 24 
Tennessee 9 
Virginia 7 
Northeastern States il 3.25 
Connecticut 1 
New York 10 
Pennsylvania 1 
West Virginia 1 
Washington. D. C. 1 .75 







gouthwsstara. States li 4.0 
Oklahoma l 
Texas 15 




TABLE 4 (Continued) 
Regions and States 
Number of 
Students Percentage 





Total 400 100.00 
*The distribution of states into regions is according to Louis R. 
Wilson, The Geography of Reading (Chicago: American Library Association 
and The University of Chicago Press, 1938). P» 21. 
TABLE 5 
FRATERNITY AFFILIATION OF THE SAMPLE GROUP 
Class Members Non-members Total 
Freshman 1 174 175 
Sophomore 22 74 96 
Junior 18 6o 78 
Senior 13 35 48 
Special and Un¬ 
classified • • • 3 3 
Total 54 346 400 
SypifOprY 
To summarize the description of the sample group of students several 
characteristics can be pointed out: (1) the sample group of students re¬ 
presents about one-half of the Morehouse College student body and the 
sample is somewhat stratified as to the size of the classes; (2) a cross 
section of the major areas of concentration of Morehouse students is 
15 
represented in the sample group; (3) the majority of the students came 
from southern states, especially Georgia; and, (4) thirteen and five 
tenths per cent of the students composing the study group are members of 
fraternities. 
CHAPTER III 
EXTRACURRICULAR READING INTERESTS AND HABITS OF THE STUDENTS 
This chapter is concerned with the actual extra-curricular reading 
interests and habits of Morehouse College students as indicated by the 
answers of a sample group of students to questions regarding their 
leisure-time reading of books, magazines and newspapers. Analyzed in 
this chapter are: books read by the sample group of students during the 
past six months; the sample students' preferences in kinds of books; 
magazines and newspapers students read regularly; kinds of articles students 
read in newspapers; their purposes for reading books, magazines and news¬ 
papers; sources for obtaining their books magazines and newspapers and 
the hours per week they spend in the leisure-time reading of books, 
magazines and newspapers. 
Books Read During the Past Six Months 
Total number of. books read by.class levels,--A total of 926 books 
were read by the sample group of 400 students during the six-month period 
prior to the administering of the questionnaire. The freshman students 
listed the largest number of books with a total of 326 titles. The 
sophomore class was next with a total of 252 titles. The junior class 
listed 203 titles; the senior class students listed 138 titles and the 




NUMBER OF BOOKS READ BY THE SAMPLE GROUP AND 
PER STUDENT AVERAGES 




of Books Read 
Per Student 0 1 2 3 4 5 7 8 9 10 
Freshmen 
(175) 
38 42 42 29 13 8 1 1 1 - - 326 1-9 
Sophomores 
(96) 
20 13 22 14 12 2 6 5 - 1 1 247 2.6 
Juniors 
(78) 






8 5 9 10 4 5 5 2 138 2.9 
fied 
(3) 
2 l 12 4.0 
Total 77 72 87 71 42 20 17 10 1 1 1 926 2.8 
Mbac.flf..teote-rgad. fey. fefeg-aaaBlg. «rowa.anLpgr, eamtent. gyegggeg 
The number of books read by individual students of the sample group ranged 
from none to eight books for the freshmen, none to 10 books for sophomores, 
none to seven books for juniors and seniors and three to six books for 
others included in the sample group. Of the 175 freshmen 38 bad read no 
books; 42 had read one book each; 42 had read two books each; 29 had read 
three books each; 13 had read four books each; eight had read five books 
each and one student each had read 6, 7 and 8 books each (see Table 6). 
Of the 96 sophomores reporting book reading 20 had read no books; 
13 had read one book each; 22 had read two books each; 14 had read three 
books each; 12 had read four books each; two had read five books each, six 
had read six books each, five had read seven books each and one student 
each had read nine and 10 books. Of 78 juniors reporting book reading 12 
had read no books; 12 had read one book each, 14 had read two books each, 
18 
lo has read three books each; 13 had read four books each; five had read 
five books each; four had read six books each and two students had read 
seven books each (see Table 6). 
Forty-eight seniors also reported book reading. Eight had read no 
books, five had read one book each; nine had read two books each; 10 had 
read three books each; four had read four books each; five had read five 
books each; five had read six books each and two had read seven books each. 
And, the three special or unclassified students in the sample group re¬ 
ported book reading. Two had read three books each and one had read six 
books (see Table 6). 
These data revealed the number of books read by students according 
to class levels. The per student average of the three unclassified and 
special students was 4*0 books for the six-month period. The senior class 
students averaged 2.9 books per student; juniors averaged 2.6 books; 
sophomores averaged 2.6 books and freshmen students averaged 1.9 books. The 
combined average number of books read per student of the sample group was 
2.8 books for the six-month period. 
Types of books read bv class levels.—The 926 books listed by the 
sample group of students were verified and classified by use of the Atlanta 
University Trevor Arnett Library card catalog, American Authors and Books. 
"1 2 
16/1.O-19ii0 and Maaterolots. These references were used in order to 
categorize the books as fiction and non-fiction. It was discovered after 
^William Jeremiah Burke and Will David Howe. American Authors and 
Books. 16/1.0-19/i0 (New York: Gramercy Publishing Co., 1943)* 
^rank McGill (ed.), The Masterplots (18 vols.; New York: Salem 
Press, 1949-1959). 
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an analysis of the data from the questionnaire that 548 or 59*18 per cent 
of the books were fiction and 378 or 40*82 per cent of the books listed 
were non-fiction (see Table 7)• 
The freshmen, sophomore, junior, senior and other special students 
listed 236, 149* 102, 58 and three fiction books, respectively. They 
also listed 90, 98, 101, 80 and nine non-fiction books respectively (see 
Table 7)* 
TABLE 7 
TYPES OF BOOKS READ BY CLASS LEVELS 
Class Levels Fiction Non-Fiction Total 
Number Per Cent Number Per Cent Number Per Cent 
Freshman 236 25*48 90 9*72 326 35*20 
Sophomore 149 16.09 98 10.58 247 26.67 
Junior 102 11.01 101 10.91 203 21.92 
Senior 58 6.27 80 8.64 138 14.90 
Special 3 .32 9 *97 12 1.29 
Total 548 59*18 378 40.82 926 100.00 
litlaa. gf-J?a.oJa- ,aafl.,nvpfrf?r of rmdftga..--A total of 323 students of 
the sample group reported having read books during the six-month period, 
November, 1961 through April, 1962. They listed a total of 926 titles; 
however, of these 926 titles some titles had been read by more than one 
student. The number of readers for single volumes ranged from 21 readers 
to one reader for fiction books and from 15 to one reader for non-fiction 
books (see titles in Appendix A). 
Subjects of non-fiction books read.--Of the 926 titles read by the 
students of the sample group 378 or 40*82 per cent were classified as 
non-fiction titles. These 378 titles were then classified according to 
20 
types of books or subject areas; 72 of the titles listed were classified 
as political science; sociology was second with 69 titles; religion included 
53 titles; biography, 48 titles; philosophy, 21 titles; biology and history, 
20 titles each; psychology 13 titles; education, 10 titles; science, nine 
titles; economics, essays and mathematics, eight titles each; chemistry 
and fine arts, three titles each; medicine, poetry and vocations, two titles 
each and geography and education, one title each (see Table 8). 
Table 8 also shows how many of the non-fiction titles were listed 
by each class level. Juniors listed 101 or 26.72 per cent of the titles; 
sophomores listed 98 or 25*93 P®r cent of the titles; freshmen, 90 or 23.81 
per cent of the titles; seniors 80 or 21.l6 per cent of the titles and 
others, special student nine or 2.38 per cent of the titles. The widest 
range of readers for one subject area of non-fiction books was one to 24 
readers for political science books; 24 freshmen read political science 
books; 24 juniors read books on religion, while one freshman read a book 
of essays; four sophomores read one book each on education, economics, 
fine arts and poetry; two juniors read one book each on chemistry and poetry; 
one senior read a book on mathematics and two special students read one 
book each on political science and psychology. 
Number of readers per non-fiction title.—The number of readers 
per non-fiction title ranged from 15 readers to one reader. One title each 
was read by 15. 12, 11, 10 and nine students. Three titles each were read 
by six students; three titles each were read by five students, six titles 
each were read by four students; seven titles each were read by three 
students, 30 titles each were read by two students and I83 titles were 
read by only one student. 
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TABLE 8 
SUBJECTS OF NON-FICTION BOOKS READ BY CLASS LEVELS 
Subjects of Books Fr. Soph. Sr. Jr. Special Total 
Political Science 24 l6 19 12 1 72 
Sociology l6 13 15 23 2 69 
Religion 8 l6 8 24 2 53 
Biography 22 12 10 9 - 48 
Philosophy 2 5 7 7 - 21 
Biology - 5 8 7 - 20 
History 3 7 5 2 3 20 
Psychology - k 2 6 1 13 
Education 7 1 - 2 - 10 
Science 3 4 - 2 - 9 
Economics - l 5 2 - 8 
Essays 1 4 - 3 - 8 
Mathematic - 2 l 4 - 8 
Chemistry - 2 - 1 - 3 
Fine Arts 2 1 - - - 3 
Medicine - 2 - - - 2 
Poetry - 1 - l - 2 
Vocation 2 - - - - 2 
Geography - 1 - - - 1 
Physical Education 1 - - - 1 
Total 90 98 80 101 ~9 378 
Book reading according to the geographical distr.ibutlon_of_ the 
sample group.—In order to determine the significant differences, if any, 
in the reading of books by students from various geographical regions, the 
numbers and types of books read by the students from various areas were 
analyzed. It was revealed that the students from the Southeastern states, 
86.75 per cent of the sample group had read 781 titles or 84.34 per cent 
of the total number of titles listed; the Southwestern students, four per 
cent, had read 35 or 3*77 of the titles; the Midwestern students, 3*5 per 
cent, had read 36 or 3.88 per cent of the titles; the Northeastern students, 
3.25 per cent, had read 4*21 per cent of the titles; the foreign students, 
1.0 per cent, had read 10 or 1.7 per cent of the titles; the Far Western 
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students, 0.75 per cent, had read lo or l.?2 per cent of the titles and the 
students from the District of Columbia, 0.75 per cent of the students of 
the sample group, had read nine or 0.97 per cent of the total number of 
titles listed (see Table 9)• 
The 926 titles listed by the students included 548 fiction books 
and 378 non-fiction books. Table 15 gives the number and percentage of 
fiction and non-fiction books read by the students and reveals that students 
from the Far Western states and from the District of Columbia had read more 
non-fiction than fiction books while students from the other regions had 
read more fiction than non-fiction. 
TABLE 9 
BOOK READING ACCORDING TO THE GEOGRAPHIC DISTRIBUTION 













 Titles _ 
Southeastern 86.75 464 317 781 84-34 
Southwestern 4.0 22 13 35 3.77 
Midwestern 3.5 22 14 36 3.88 
Northeastern 3.25 28 11 39 4.21 
Foreign Countries 1.0 6 4 10 1.07 
Far Western .75 3 13 16 1.72 
Washington, D. c. •75 3 6 9 •97 
Total 100.00   378 926 100.00 
Purposes for reading books.--Five purposes for reading books were 
listed on the questionnaire. They included "recreation," "information about 
my work," "interest in the subject," "self improvement" and "habit." Space 
was also provided for writing-in "other" purposes for reading books. The 
number of purposes checked by the students ranged from zero to five per 
student 
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The major purpose for reading books as indicated by the checks of 
the sample group was "information about the subject," with 279 students 
or 69.75 per cent of the sample group. "Interest in the subject" was the 
purpose of 271 or 67.75 per cent of the sample group; "self-improvement," 
251 or 62.73 Per cent; "recreation," 200 or 50 per cent and habit 57 or 
14*25 per cent of the sample group. Six students checked the word "others" 
to indicate that they read books for reasons not given. Fifteen students 
indicated reading assigned books; one reported reading for general informa¬ 
tion and seven students did not check any blanks to indicate reasons for 
reading books (see Table 10). 
TABLE 10 














Information 119 65 58 34 3 279 69.75 
Interest 117 65 54 34 1 271 67.75 
Self-improvement 112 55 52 30 2 251 62.75 
Recreation 91 48 40 18 3 200 50* 
Habit 22 10 16 9 - 57 14.25 
Others 1 1 3 1 - 6 1.50 
Assigned 
General Informa- 
5 5 1 2 2 15 3.75 
tion 1 - - - - 1 *25 
Sources for obtaining books.—Eight possible sources for obtaining 
books were listed on the questionnaire. They included the Morehouse College 
Reading Room, the Trevor Arnett Library, the Public Library, book stores, 
book clubs, newsstands, friends and home. Space was also provided for the 
addition of other sources not listed. 
The number of checks by individual students to indicate sources 
ranged from one to eight with seven students or 1*75 Per cent of the sample 
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group not indicating any sources for obtaining books. The largest number 
of students, 3°0 or 75 Per cent, secured their books from the Trevor Arnett 
Library. The Atlanta Public Library was the source for securing books of 
227 or 5&.T5 per cent of the students; the Morehouse College Reading Room 
was the source of 215 or 53*75 per cent; book stores of 213 or 53*25 per 
cent; home of 126 or 36.50 per cent; friends of 120 or JO per cent; news¬ 
stands of 75 or 18.75 per cent and book clubs of 70 or 17*5° per cent of 
the students. Seven students or 1.75 Per cent of the sample group checked 
"others" as a source of obtaining books but did not specify the sources 
(see Table 11) . 
TABLE 11 
SOURCES FOR OBTAINING BOOKS 
Source Fr. So. Jr. Sr. Special Total Percentage 
Trevor Arnett Library 144 64 48 42 2 300 75* 
Public Library 
Morehouse Reading 
94 49 58 27 1 227 56.75 
Room 96 42 47 26 3 215 53.75 
Book Stores 93 50 42 25 3 213 53*25 
Home 60 29 22 1\ 1 126 36.50 
Friends 
Newsstands and Book 
38 40 24 l6 2 120 30. 
Stores 38 20 12 4 1 75 18.75 
Book Clubs 28 22 9 ll - 70 17.50 
Others 
No Indication 
4 l 2 7 1.75 
Hours per week spent reading books.—Five categories of hours were 
provided on the questionnaire in order for the students to indicate the 
amount of time per week that they spend in the leisure time reading of 
books. The categories listed were: less than one hour, one to three hours, 
four to seven hours, eight to 10 hours and 11 or more hours. Table 12 shows 
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the total number of students as well as the number of students in each class 
spending the various categories of time in reading books, 
A total of 129 students or 32.25 per cent of the sample group, in¬ 
cluding 54 freshmen, 31 sophomores, 30 juniors and 14 seniors, spent one to 
three hours per week in reading books; 125 or 31.25 per cent, including 58 
freshmen, 27 sophomores, 24 juniors and l6 seniors, spent four to seven 
hours per week in reading; 47 or 11.75 per cent, including 25 freshmen, 
12 sophomores, eight juniors and two seniors, spent eight to 10 hours per 
week reading books; 45 or 11.25 per cent, including 17 freshmen, 13 
sophomores, eight juniors, six seniors and one special student, spent less 
than one hour per week reading books and 44 or 11 per cent, including 18 
freshmen, 11 sophomores, six juniors, seven seniors and two special students, 
spent 11 or more hours reading books. Ten students or 2.5 per cent of the 
sample group, including three freshmen, two sophomores, two juniors and 
three seniors did not indicate spending any hours per week in reading books. 
TABLE 12 
HOURS PER WEEK SPENT READING BOOKS 
Number of Hours 
Per Week 
Fr. So. Jr. Sr. Special Total Percentage 
1 to 3 hours 54 31 30 14 - 129 32.25 
4 to 7 hours 58 27 24 l6 - 125 31.25 
8 to 10 hours 25 12 8 2 - 47 11.75 
Less than one hour 17 13 8 6 1 45 11.25 
11 or more hours 18 11 6 7 2 44 11. 
No response 3 2 2 3 - 10 2.50 
Total 175 96 78 48 3 400 100.00 
Book reading of.fraternity members.--Students of the sample group 
who indicated membership in a fraternity had read 165 books during the six- 
month period prior to the administering of the questionnaire. This was 
26 
17*81 per cent of the total number of books read, while the number of 
students in this group comprised only 13*5 per cent of the sample group. 
Of the 165 book titles 87 or 9*39 per cent were fiction books and 78 or 
8.42 per cent were non-fiction books. The titles of the fiction and non¬ 
fiction books and the subjects of the non-fiction books were of such a 
variety that no differences in the reading interests of the fraternity 
members and of the total sample group were revealed. However, a com¬ 
parison of the percentage of the total number of books read by the students 
in the sample group with the percentage of books read by the students 
indicating fraternity memberships revealed that fraternity members had 
read more books per student than the remainder of the sample group. The 
data however, revealed no definite trends or interests to explain this 
fact. Also, six of the members of this group had read no books during the 
six-month period. 
Preferences jrf. 
In response to the request to indicate their first, second, third 
and fourth preferences for kinds of books, 246 students indicated fiction 
books as a first preference; science books were second as a preference of 
208 students; 157 students preferred history books, 113 preferred biography 
books, 98 preferred books of essays, 89 preferred philosophy books, 69 each 
preferred religious books and travel books, 61 preferred books of poetry, 
57 preferred fine arts books, and 45 preferred vocational books. 
In the blanks for "other" preferences in kinds of books 11 other 
kinds of books were listed by various students. Sports books were the 
first preference of nine students, political science books, four students; 
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social science books, four students; books of humor, three students; and, 
books on audio-visual techniques, civic affairs, hobbies, music, nature, 
physical education and psychology were the first choices of one student 
each. The above preferences do not include those of 33 students of the 
sample group who gave no response to this section of the questionnaire (see 
Table 13). 
First preferences in kinds of books.—Science books led as the first 
preference of 102 or 25»5 per cent of the students of the sample group. 
This number represented the first preferences of 41 or 23.4 per cent of the 
freshman class; 28 or 29.1 per cent of the sophomore class; 22 or 28.2 per 
cent of the junior class and 11 or 22.9 per cent of the senior class. 
Fiction books were second with 89 first preferences or 22.3 of the sample 
group of students. This represented the first preferences of 5° or 28.6 per 
cent, 15 or 15*7 per cent, 17 or 21.8 per cent and seven or 14.6 per cent 
of the freshman, sophomore, junior and senior classes, respectively. 
History books were next as the first preference of 3k or 8.5 per cent of 
the students, which included freshmen, 13 or 7.4 per cent; sophomores, 13 
or I3.5 per cent; juniors, three or 3*8 per cent and seniors five or 10.4 
per cent. Drama books were the first preference of 3° or 7*5 per cent of 
the students which included freshmen, 17 or 9*7 per cent; sophomores, five 
or 5*2 per cent, juniors, seven or nine per cent and seniors one or two 
per cent. Biography books were the first preference of 23 or 5*7 per cent 
of the students, which included freshmen, nine or 5*1 per cent; sophomores, 
three or 3.1 per cent; juniors nine or 11.5 per cent and seniors, three 
or 6.3 per cent. Books of essays were the first preference of 13 or 3*2 
per cent of the students, which included freshmen, four or 2.3 per cent; 
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sophomores, four or 4*2 per cent; juniors, two or 2.7 per cent and seniors, 
three or 6.3 per cent. 
Philosophy books were the first preference of 13 or 3.2 per cent 
of the students, which included freshmen, seven or four per cent; 
sophomores, two or 2.1 per cent; juniors, two or 2.6 per cent and seniors, 
two or 4.2 per cent. Books on religion were the first preference of nine 
or 2.2 per cent of the students, which included freshmen, three or 1.7 
per cent; sophomores three or 3*1 per cent; juniors, one or 1.2 per cent 
and seniors two or 4»2 per cent. Travel books were the first preference 
of eight or two per cent of the students, which included freshmen, two or 
1.1 per cent; sophomores, two or 2.1 per cent; juniors, three or 3.8 per 
cent and seniors, one or 2.1 per cent. Poetry books were the first pre¬ 
ference of seven or 1.7 per cent of the students, which included freshmen, 
one or 0.57 per cent; sophomores three or 3*1 per cent; juniors, two or 
2.6 per cent and seniors, one or 2.1 per cent. Books on fine arts were 
the first preference of eight or two per cent of the students which in¬ 
cluded freshmen, two or 1.1 per cent; sophomores, three or 3 per cent, 
juniors, two or 2.6 per cent and seniors one or 2.1 per cent. Vocational 
books were the first preference of eight or two per cent of the students, 
including freshmen three or 1.7 per cent; sophomores, three or 3*1 Per 
cent, juniors, one or 1.3 per cent and seniors one or 2.1 per cent. 
"Other" kinds of books written in had a total of 11 first preferences or 
2.7 per cent of the students. Eleven or 2.7 per cent of the students 
indicated no first preference for kinds of books (see Table 13). 
TABLE 13 
PREFERENCES OF STUDENTS FOR KINDS OF BOOKS 















1st 2nd 3rd 4th 1st 2nd 3rd 4th 1st 2nd 3rd 4th 1st 2nd 3rd 4th 1st 2nd 3rd 4th 
Fiction 50 29 23 16 15 21 9 12 17 12 9 6 7 6 10 2 1 - - 1 246 89 
Science 41 31 17 10 28 4 7 4 22 4 8 8 11 2 6 2 1 1 1 - 208 102 
History 13 13 21 19 13 10 11 10 3 8 8 8 5 5 3 7 - - - - 157 34 
Drama 17 20 17 10 5 11 14 7 7 8 3 5 1 1 3 3 1 
~~ 
134 30 
Biography 9 14 11 10 3 9 8 5 9 10 2 5 3 8 0 5 1 - 1 - 113 23 
Essays 4 10 13 16 4 4 9 3 2 5 7 2 3 5 2 7 - - - - 96 13 
Philosophy 7 9 13 6 2 10 4 6 2 3 4 7 2 4 4 6 
- 
89 13 
Religion 3 3 11 7 3 3 4 7 1 7 6 2 7 3 3 2 - 1 - 1 69 9 
Travel 2 8 4 20 2 5 6 5 3 2 4 4 1 l 2 - - - - - 69 8 
Poetry 1 6 7 12 3 3 1 3 2 4 7 3 1 l 1 5 - - 1 - 61 7 
Fine Arts 2 7 7 9 3 1 3 7 2 2 4 3 1 1 5 - - - - - 57 8 
Vocation 3 2 8 4 3 3 3 4 1 3 1 4 1 4 1 - - - - - 45 8 
Sports 3 1 - - 2 - 1 - 1 - - - 1 - - - - 
- • 
9 7 
Pol. Science - - - - l “ 1 1 4 - 
Soc. Science 1 4 1 
Humor - - - 2 1 3 1 
Audio-Visual Tech. l ~ 1 1 
Civic Affairs 1 - 1 1 
Hobbies 1 - 
Music - 1 l - 
Nature - l 
“ 
Physical Educ. - 1 - 
Psychology • 1 - 
No Response 17 6 5 7 35 
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Magazines Read Regularly 
Types of magazines .—Ayer's Directory of Newspapers and Periodicals1 
was useâ to categorize the 1812 titles of magazines listed by the students 
in the sample group into eight types of periodicals. The eight types of 
periodicals were: (l) business, (2) educational, (3) fashion and home, 
(4) general news, (5) Negro, (6) religious, (7) sports and adventure, and 
(8) technical. 
The business magazines were those centered around business and 
industry. There were six of these magazines listed. The educational 
magazines were the more scholarly ones and they were centered around one 
or more subject areas. There were 22 of these magazines listed by the 
students. The third type of periodical, fashion and home, included 10 
magazines which were devoted to current trends in fashion and homemaking. 
The general news magazines listed numbered 17. These magazines dealt 
primarily with current events as well as pictorial information and literary 
works. The Negro periodicals listed numbered seven. The religious 
periodicals numbered three. The sports and adventure magazines listed 
numbered 41 and were centered around sports, adventure, men's stories and 
humor. The 13 technical magazines were centered around the electrical 
and mechanical arts (see Table 14)• 
Number of titles read.—Of the 1,812 magazines titles listed by the 
students of the sample group the largest number of titles were read in the 
general news periodicals with 1,045 titles read. Negro periodicals were 
next with 289 titles read; then, men's magazines in the area of sports and 
^William F. McCallister, Ayer's Directory of Newspapers and 
Periodicals (Philadelphia: N. W. Ayer and Sons, 1961), pp. 1225-1578. 
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adventure with 222 titles read; educational periodicals with 128 titles 
read; fashion and home periodicals with 68 titles read; technical periodicals 
with 41 titles read; business periodicals with 13 titles read and religious 
periodicals with six titles read (see Table 14 and Appendix B). 
TABLE 14 
TYPES AND NUMBER OF MAGAZINES AND NUMBER OF TITLES READ 




General News 17 1,045 
Negro 7 289 
Mens: Sports, Adventure, Etc. 41 222 
Educational 22 128 
Fashion and Home 10 68 
Technical 13 41 
Business 3 13 
Religious 6 6 
Total 119 1,812 
Number of magazines read by class levels»—In order to determine 
the leisure time reading interests and habits of the students in magazine 
reading, the students of the sample group were asked to list the magazines 
by titles that they read regularly. A total of 1,812 titles were listed 
by the students. Seven hundred seventy-six or 42.83 per cent of these 
titles were listed by 175 freshmen, 43*75 per cent of the sample group, 
434 or 23.95 per cent by 96 sophomores, 24 per cent of the sample group; 
357 or 197 by 78 juniors, 19.5 per cent of the sample group; 234 or 12.91 
per cent by 48 seniors, 12 per cent of the sample group and 11 or .61 by 
three other students or .75 per cent of the sample group. 
Per student averages in magazine reading.--Of the 776 titles listed 
by freshmen, 11 students read one magazine regularly, 12 read two magazines 
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regularly; 27 read three; 38 read four; 41 read five; 13 read six; 12 read 
seven; four read eight; 11 read nine; one read 10; and five read no magazines 
regularly. The per student average for magazine reading was 4.4. The sopho¬ 
more class per student average for 434 magazines reading was 4*5* One sopho¬ 
more read one magazine regularly; 14 read two magazines; 15 read three; 
17 read four; l6 read five; 11 read six; seven read seven; three read eight; 
seven read nine; one read 10; and four sophomores read no magazines. The 
junior class per student average of magazine reading was 4«& for a total of 
357 magazine titles listed. Six juniors read one magazine regularly, eight 
read two magazines; 11 read three; 11 read four; 18 read five; 14 read six; 
one read seven; four read eight; and, five read nine magazines regularly. 
For 154 magazine titles listed by the senior class yielded a per 
student average of 4*9» Three seniors read one magazine regularly; two 
read two magazines, four read three; 13 read four; 11 read five; six read 
six; four read seven; two read eight; two read nine; and one senior read 10 
magazines regularly. Three special students had a per student average of 
4.0 magazines for a total of 11 magazines listed. One student read two 
magazines regularly, one read four magazines and one read five magazines 
regularly. 
The per student average for the complete sample group was 4*5 maga¬ 
zines regularly. This included 21 readers of one magazine each, 37 of two 
each; 57 of three each; 80 of four each; 87 of five each; 44 of six each; 
24 of seven each; 13 of eight each, 25 of nine each; three of 10 each; and 
nine readers of no magazines (see Table 15) • 
Magazine reading according to the geographic distribution, of the 
sample group.—In order to determine the significant differences, if any, 
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TABLE 15 
NUMBER OF MAGAZINES READ BY CLASS LEVELS AND 
PER STUDENT AVERAGES 
Class Levels Num Of v fera? in es Total Per Student 
Average 0 1 2 ? 4 6 7 8 9 10 
Freshmen 5 11 12 27 38 41 13 12 4 11 l 776 4-4 
Sophomores 4 1 14 15 17 16 11 7 3 7 l 434 4.5 
Juniors - 6 8 11 11 18 14 1 4 5 - 357 4*6 
Seniors - 3 2 4 13 11 6 4 2 2 1 234 4.9 
Special - - 1 - 1 1 - - - - - 11 4.0 
Total 9 21 37 57 80 87 44 24 13 25 3 1,812 4.5 
in the reading of magazines by students from various geographical regions 
the numbers and types of magazines read by the students from various areas 
were analyzed. It was revealed that students from the Southeastern states, 
86.75 per cent of the sample group read 1588 or 87.63 per cent of the total 
number of magazine titles listed by the sample group; the Southwestern 
students, four per cent of the sample group read 77 or 4*24 per cent of 
the titles; the Midwestern students, 3,5 per cent of the sample read 33 
or 2.92 per cent of the titles; the Northeastern students, 3.25 of the 
sample group read 51 or 2.81 per cent of the titles; the Far Western students, 
0.75 per cent of the sample, read 16 or 0.88 per cent of the titles; the 
District of Columbia students, 7.5 per cent, read 15 or 0.82 per cent; and, 
the foreign students, one per cent of the sample read 12 or 0.66 per cent 
of the total number of magazine titles listed (see Table l6). 
Purposes, for reading magazines.—Five purposes for reading magazines 
were listed on the questionnaire. The reasons included "recreation," "infor¬ 
mation about my work," "interest in the subject," "self improvement," and 
"habit." Space was also provided for the insertion of "other" purposes for 
TABLE l6 



















Southeastern 86.75 12 110 55 917 258 4 194 38 1.588 87.63 
Southwestern 4.0 - 2 6 47 13 - 9 - 77 4.24 
Midwestern 3.5 - 4 5 29 4 1 7 3 53 2.92 
Northeastern 3.25 - 5 l 33 5 1 6 - 51 2.81 
Foreign 1.0 - 3 - 7 2 - - - 12 .66 
Far Western .75 - 3 - 6 3 - 4 - l6 .88 
Washington, D.C. .75 - 1 1 6 3 - 2 - 15 .82 
Total 100 .00 12 128 68 1.045 290 6 222 41 1,812 100.00 
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reading magazines. The number of purposes checked by the students ranged 
from zero to five per student. 
"Recreation," the major purpose of the students for reading 
magazines was checked by 272 or 68 per cent of the sample group. "Interest 
in the subject" was checked by 219 or 54*75 per cent of the sample group; 
"self-improvement," 185 or 46*25 per cent; "information about their work," 
143 or 35*75 Per cent and "habit," was checked by 104 or 26 per cent of 
the students. "Others" was checked by four or one per cent to indicate 
reasons other than the ones listed (see Table 17)* 
TABLE 17 
PURPOSES FOR READING MAGAZINES 
Purposes Fr. So. Jr. Sr. Special Total Percentage 
Recreation 135 54 57 25 1 272 68.00 
Interest 98 50 47 23 1 219 54*75 
Self Improvement 76 45 41 21 2 185 46.25 
Information 56 36 30 18 3 143 35*75 
Habit 46 26 28 14 - 104 26.00 
Others - 1 1 2 - 4 1.00 
Total 411 212 194 103 7 927 
Sources for obtaining magazines .—Eight possible sources for ob¬ 
taining magazines were listed on the questionnaire. The sources included 
the Morehouse College Reading Room, the Trevor Arnett Library, the Atlanta 
Public Library, subscription, book stores, newsstand, friends, and home. 
Space was also provided for the insertion of other sources not listed. 
The number of responses of individual students to indicate sources 
of magazines ranged from one to eight with seven students or 1.75 per cent 
of the students not indicating any sources for obtaining magazines. The 
largest number of students, 199 or 49*75 per cent, secured their magazines 
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through subscriptions. Newsstands were the source of 165 or 41«25 per cent 
of the students; friends of 157 or 39.25 per cent; the Trevor Arnett Library, 
156 or 39 per cent; home, 128 or 32 per cent; the Morehouse College Reading 
Room, 120 or 3° Per cent; the Atlanta Public Library, 52 or 13 per cent; 
and, book stores, 51 students or 12.75 Per cent of the students. Five 
students or 1.25 Per cent of the sample group checked "others" as a source 
for obtaining magazines but did not specify the sources. Spelman College 
was the source of magazines for one student (see Table 18). 
TABLE 18 
SOURCES FOR OBTAINING MAGAZINES 
Source Fr. So. Jr. Sr. Special Total Percentage 
Subscription 83 47 49 19 1 199 49*75 
Newsstands 69 43 33 19 1 165 41.25 
Friends 80 33 28 14 2 157 39.25 
Trevor Arnett 50 36 41 28 1 156 39* 
Home 59 31 26 10 2 128 32. 
Morehouse College 
Reading Room 65 22 18 13 2 120 30. 
Public Library 16 13 15 8 - 52 13* 
Book Stores 28 10 8 4 1 51 12.75 
Others 2 1 2 - - 5 1.25 
Spelman College - - - 1 - - .25 
No Response 
. 
6 1 - 1 7 1.75 
Hours per week spent in reading magazines.—Five categories of time 
were provided on the questionnaire in order for the students to indicate 
the amount of time they spend per week in the leisure time reading of 
magazines. The categories were: less than an hour, one to three hours, 
four to seven hours, eight to 10 hours and 11 or more hours. Table 19 
shows the total number of students as well as the number of students in 
each class spending the various units of time in reading magazines. 
A total of 205 students or 51*25 per cent of the sample group, 
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including 98 freshmen, 45 sophomores, 4° juniors, 21 seniors and one special 
student, spent from one to three hours per week in reading magazines; 76 
students or 19 per cent, including 33 freshmen, 18 sophomores, 14 juniors, 
nine seniors, and two special students spent less than one hour per week 
in magazine reading; 66 or 16.50 per cent, including 21 freshmen, 19 sopho¬ 
mores, l6 juniors and 10 seniors, spent four to seven hours per week in 
magazine reading, and 15 or 3*75 per cent spent 11 or more hours in maga¬ 
zine reading. Fourteen or 3,5 per cent of the students did not indicate 
having spent any hours per week in magazine reading (see Table 19)« 
TABLE 19 
HOURS SPENT PER WEEK READING MAGAZINES 
Number of Hours 
Per Week 
Fr. So. Jr. Sr. Special Total Percentage 
1 to 3 98 45 40 21 1 205 51.25 
Less than 1 33 18 9 2 76 19. 
4 to 7 21 19 16 10 • • • 66 16.50 
8 to 10 9 8 5 2 • • • 24 6. 
11 or more 7 4 1 3 • • • 15 3.75 
No Indication 7 2 2 3 • • • 14 3.5 
Magazine reading of fraternity, members,--Of the 1,812 magazines 
titles listed by the students of the sample group, the students indicating 
fraternity membership listed 217 titles. This was 11.97 per cent of the 
total number of titles listed, while the members of this group comprised 
13*5 P©r cent of the total sample group. Time. Newsweek. Look and Ebonv 
were the major choices of the largest numbers of fraternity member in 
magazines. This was also true of the complete sample group and showed that 
the magazine reading interests of fraternity members were similar to those 
of the total sample group and that the magazine reading habits of this 
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group were also comparable. There was also a representative number of the 
other types of magazines listed by students who belonged to fraternities. 
Newspapers Read Regularly 
Types of newspapers.--Aysxlg-Dâregtoicy,.of i^ggpapgrs.,aflâ-Periadicalg1 
was used to categorize the newspapers listed by the students in the sample 
group into two main classes according to their frequency of publication; 
daily and weekly. The daily newspapers were further classified according 
to the type of publication and news treated; local, national and Negro. 
The weekly newspapers were divided into general news and Negro publications. 
Foreign newspapers and the Morehouse College student newspaper were also 
listed by the students. 
The local daily newspapers were printed in the various cities and 
towns in the United States either daily or at least five times per week. 
There were 42 of these listed by the students. National daily newspapers, 
treating mainly national news, numbered six and Negro dailies numbered 
three. The general weekly newspapers numbered six and the Negro weeklies 
numbered 15. There were three foreign newspapers listed and 19 students 
listed the frbrehouse College student newspaper, the Maroon Tiaer (see 
Table 20). 
Number of titles read and number of readers.—Of the 1,191 news¬ 
paper titles listed by the students of the sample group the largest number 
of titles read were local daily newspapers with 609 titles. Negro weeklies 
were next with 211 readers, Negro dailies with 197 titles read; national 
^McCallister, pp. 1-1120. 
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dailies with 144 titles read, the Maroon Tiaer. the college student publi¬ 
cation, with 19 titles read; general weeklies with seven titles read and 
foreign newspapers with four titles read. Some titles, however, were 
read by more than one student (see Table 20 and Appendix C) . 
TABLE 20 
TYPES AM) NUMBER OF NEWSPAPERS AND NUMBER OF TITLES READ 
Number of Titles Number of Titles Read 
SaliY. 
Local 42 609 
National 6 144 
Negro 3 197 
Weekly 
General News 6 7 
Negro 15 211 
Fçrgj.gp 3 4 
Maroon Tiger 1 19 
Total 7o 1,191 
Number of newspapers read by class levels.--In order to determine 
the leisure time reading interests and habits of students in newspapers 
the students of the sample group were asked to list, by titles, the news¬ 
papers that they read regularly. A total of 1,191 newspapers titles were 
listed by the students. Four hundred sixty-seven or 39*2 per cent of 
these titles were listed by 175 freshmen who constitute 43*75 per cent 
of the sample group; 313 or 2Ô.3 per cent of the newspapers were read 
by 96 sophomores who constitute 24 per cent of the sample group; 250 or 
21 per cent of the newspapers were read by 78 juniors or 19 *5 per cent 
of the sample group; 154 or 12.9 per cent of the newspapers were read by 
1+0 
1+8 seniors or 12 per cent of the sample group and seven or 0.6 per cent 
of the newspapers were read by three special students or 0.75 per cent 
of the sample group (see Table 21). 
Per student averages of newspaper reading.—Of the 175 freshmen 
in the study, 12 indicated that they did not read newspapers. One 
hundred sixty-three freshmen read between one and eight newspapers 
regularly. The average number of newspapers read regularly for the 175 
freshmen students was 2.7 (see Table 21). Of the 96 sophomores, four 
did not read newspapers regularly and the remaining 92 sophomores read 
between one and eight newspapers regularly with an average of 3.3 news¬ 
papers for the sophomores in the sample group. The 78 juniors in the 
sample group averaged 3.2 newspapers read regularly with three juniors re¬ 
porting that they did not read newspapers and 75 reporting that they read 
from one to seven newspapers regularly. Three of the 1+8 seniors indicated 
that they did not read newspapers regularly and 1+5 indicated that they 
read from one to seven newspapers regularly with an average of 3.2 news¬ 
papers for seniors. Of the three special students in the sample group, 
one read one newspaper and two reported reading three newspapers with an 
average of 2.3 newspapers (see Table 21). 
The overall per student averages for the 1,191 newspaper titles 
reported was three. This was obtained from total of 1+7 readers of one 
newspaper each; 31+ readers of two newspapers each; 102 of three each; 
96 of four each; 17 of five each; 18 of six each; 11 of seven each; two 
of eight each and 23 non-newspaper readers (see Table 21). 
Newspaper reading according to the geographical distribution of 
the sample group.—In order to determine the significant differences, if any, 
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TABLE 21 
NUMBER OF NEWSPAPERS READ BY GLASS LEVELS AND PER 
STUDENT AVERAGES 
Class Levels Number of Newspapers Per Student 
0 1 2 3 h 5 6 7 8 Total Average 
Freshmen 
(175) 
12 31 là 33 Ui 3 8 2 1 U67 2.7 
Sophomores 
(96) 
k 10 1U 29 2U 5 U 5 1 313 3.3 
Juniors 
(78) 
k h 17 20 22 5 3 3 — 250 3.2 
Seniors 
(U8) 
3 1 9 18 9 k 3 1 — 15U 3.2 
Special 
(3) 
1 “ “ — ~ — 7 2.3 
Total 23 hi 8U 102 96 17 18 11 2 1*91 3.0 
in the reading of newspapers by students from various geographical regions 
the numbers and types of newspapers read by the students from various areas 
were analyzed. It was revealed by the data that the students from the 
Southeastern states, 86.75 per cent of the students of the sample group 
read regularly 1,050 newspaper titles, 88.16 per cent of the total number 
of newspaper titles listed by the sample group; the South-western students, 
four per cent of the sample read I4.O or 3.35 per cent of the total number 
of newspapers; the Midwestern students, 3.5 per cent of the sample group 
read 37 or 3.10 per cent of the newspapers; the Northeastern, students, 3.25 
per cent of the sample read 33 or 2.77 per cent of the newspapers; the Far- 
Western students, 0.75 per cent of the sample read 12 or one per cent of 
the newspapers; the foreign students one per cent, read 11 or 0.92 per cent 
of the newspapers; and, the students from the District of Columbia, 0.75 
per cent of the total number of students read eight newspapers or O.67 per 
cent of the total number of newspaper titles listed (see Table 22). 
TABLE 22 
NEWSPAPER READING ACCORDING TO THE GEOGRAPHIC DISTRIBUTION 







Titles Local Nat'1 Negro General Negro 
Southeastern 538 117 183 7 191 - 111 1,050 88.16 
Southwestern 19 U u - 13 - - Uo 3.35 
Midwestern 22 10 2 - 3 - - 37 3.10 
Northeastern 18 6 5 - 3 - 1 33 2.77 
Foreign Countries 2 k - - - h 1 11 .92 
Far Western 7 1 2 - - - 2 12 1.00 
Washington, D. C. 3 2 1 1 - 1 8 .67 
Total 609 Uà 197 7 211 k 19 1,191 100.00 
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Purposes for reading newspapers.—Five purposes for reading news¬ 
papers were listed on the questionnaire. They included "recreation," "in¬ 
formation about my work," "interest in the subject," "self improvement" and 
"habit." Space was also provided for writing in "other" purposes for read¬ 
ing newspapers. The number of purposes checked ranged from zero to five 
per student. 
"Interest in the subject" was the major purpose of the students 
for reading newspapers. This reason was checked by 202 or 5°*5 per cent 
of the students of the sample group. "Habit" and "self improvement" were 
next as each was checked by 188 or 47 per cent of the students; "recreation" 
169 or 42.25 per cent; and, "information about their work" 120 or 30 per 
cent. "Others" was checked by 19 or 4*75 Per cent of the students of the 
sample group; general information was indicated by four students; "for 
assignments" was checked by three students. To keep up with current affairs 
and to do research was cited by one student each (see Table 23). 
gpwrgflP, fp.r ,Qbt&lpj.ng_ngvf.spaP9rg.--Seven possible sources for ob¬ 
taining newspapers were listed on the questionnaire. They included the 
Morehouse College Reading Room, the Trevor Arnett Library, the Atlanta 
Public Library, subscription, newsstands, friends and home. Space was 
also provided for the insertion of other sources not listed. 
The number of checks by individual students to indicate sources 
ranged from one to seven with seven or 1.75 per cent of the sample students 
not indicating any sources for obtaining newspapers. The largest number of 
students 163 or 4° *75 Per cent secured their newspapers from the newsstands. 
Both home and the Trevor Arnett Library were the sources of 143 or 35*75 per 
cent of the students; friends were the source of 112 or 28 per cent; sub¬ 
scription of 95 or 23.75 per cent and the Atlanta Public Library of 31 or 7*75 
per cent of the students. Seven students or 1.75 per cent of the sample 
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group checked "others* as a source for obtaining newspapers but did not 
specify the sources and 10 or 3*5° P©r cent of the students indicated that 
they obtained newspapers from carriers (see Table 24)* 
TABLE 23 
PURPOSES FOR READING NEWSPAPERS 
Purposes Fr. So. Jr. Sr. Other Total Percentage 
Interest ... 90 45 44 21 2 202 50.50 
Habit 84 49 37 17 1 188 47. 
Self-improvement 82 45 40 19 2 188 47. 
Recreation 79 29 41 21 - 169 42.25 
Information ... 45 29 26 17 3 120 30. 
Others 9 5 4 1 - 19 4.75 
General Information 1 l 1 1 - 4 1.00 
Assignments 3 - - - - 3 •75 
Current Affairs - - 1 - - l .25 
Research - l - - - l .25 
Total 393 204 194 98 8 895 
TABLE 24 
SOURCES FOR OBTAINING NEWSPAPERS 
Source Fr. So. Jr. Sr. Other Total Percentage 
Newsstands 74 39 29 19 2 163 40.75 
Home 
Trevor Arnett 
63 34 30 15 1 143 35.75 
Library 
Morehouse College 
48 35 37 23 - 143 35.75 
Reading Room 64 28 23 5 - 120 30.00 
Friends 45 27 27 11 2 112 28. 
Subscription 43 18 22 11 1 95 23.75 
Public Library 9 8 11 3 - 31 7.75 
Others 6 2 2 l - 11 3.75 
Carrier 8 - - 2 • 10 3.50 
No Response 6 1 - l - 7 1.75 
Hours per week spent reading newspapers «—Five categories of time 
were provided on the questionnaire in order for the students to indicate 
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the amount of time they spend per week in leisure time reading of news¬ 
papers . The categories were: less than one hour, one to three hours, 
four to seven hours, eight to 10 hours, and 11 or more hours. Table 25 
shows the number of students in each class spending the various amounts of 
time in reading newspapers. 
A total of 164 students or 41 per cent of the sample group spent 
one to three hours per week reading newspapers; 96 or 24 per cent spent 
four to seven hours per week reading newspapers, 83 or 20.75 per cent spent 
less than one hour per week reading newspapers; 24 or six per cent spent 
eight to 10 hours per week reading newspapers; and, 18 or 4*5 per cent 
spent 11 or more hours per week reading newspapers. Fifteen students or 
3*75 Per cent did not indicate having spent any hours per week in the 
leisure time reading of newspapers (see Table 25) • 
TABLE 25 
HOURS PER WEEK SPENT READING NEWSPAPERS 
Categories Fr. So. Jr. Sr. Other Total Percentage 
1 to 3 82 33 36 13 164 41.00 
4 to 7 33 29 19 15 - 96 24.00 
Less than 1 36 19 13 12 3 83 20.75 
8 to 10 10 6 6 2 - 24 6.00 
11 or more 4 6 3 5 - 18 4.50 
No Indication 10 3 1 1 - 15 3.75 
Total 175 96 78 48 3 400 100 .00 
Newspaper reading of fraternity members.—The students of the sample 
group who indicated membership in a fraternity listed 158 newspaper titles 
as their regular reading materials in newspapers. This was 13.26 per cent 
of the total number of newspapers listed by the sample group, while this 
group comprised 13«5 Per cent of the total number of students in the sample 
group. The Atlanta Constitution. The Atlanta Journal, the Ngy_iYgij& TiP^S.. 
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the Atlanta World and the Atlanta Inquirer were the five newspapers read 
by the largest numbers of fraternity members. This corresponded with the 
newspapers read by the largest numbers of students of the total sample 
group and showed that the fraternity members included in the sample group 
had newspaper reading interests similar to those of the total sample 
group. A comparison of the percentage of the total sample group indicating 
fraternity membership and the percentage of the total number of newspapers 
read by this group revealed no significant differences in the reading 
habits of fraternity members and the reading habits of the other students 
in the sample group. 
Kinds gf. Artes}-gg..B9ad,. ifl. lfetfS»P&Rgrg 
Muahac aafl psrseutaes.si£. sladaftts jaadiaa jcLafla of aewasaper 
articles.—In order to determine the kinds of newspaper articles read by 
Morehouse College students, they were asked to check the kinds of articles 
they usually read in newspapers from 27 kinds of articles listed on the 
questionnaire. Space was also provided for the students to list other 
kinds of articles not listed which they usually read in newspapers. 
The kinds of articles read by students ranged from two to 27 in 
number. Front page articles were read by 322 or 80.50 per cent of the 
students. Three hundred eighty students or 77 per cent read articles on 
world affairs; 297 or 74*25 per cent read sports articles; 277 or 69.25 
per cent read editorials; 275 or 68.75 per cent read national news; 271 
or 67.75 Per cent read foreign news; 252 or 63 per cent read comics; 238 
on 59*50 per cent read science; 236 or 59 per cent read local news; 233 
or 58*25 Per cent read cartoons; 192 or 48 per cent read education; I80 
or 47*50 per cent read state news; 175 or 43*75 Per cent read theater items; 
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170 or 42.5° per cent read stories of human interest; 167 or 41*75 Per cent 
read radio and television items; 14& or 3^»5° per cent read accounts 
violence; 137 or 34*25 per cent read advertisements; 121 or 30.25 per cent 
read literary articles; 88 or 22 per cent read classified ads; 78 or 19*5° 
were interested in crossword puzzles; 74 or 18.50 per cent read financial 
reports; 69 or 17*25 read the industrial news; 5^ or 14 per cent read the 
society news; 52 or 13 per cent read church items; and, 42 or 10.50 per 
cent of the students read serials. Three or 7*5 P®r cent of the students 
listed three one other kinds of materials such as bridge playing suggestions, 
horoscope and weather maps (see Table 26). 
Kinds of newspaper articles read., by. class levels .—For the 27 listed 
kind of newspaper articles and the three others written in by students, the 
freshman class, 43*75 per cent of the sample group, reported reading a 
total of 44*88 per cent of the total newspaper articles read. The sophomore 
class, 24 per cent of the sample group, read 1,085 or 22.93 per cent of the 
total kinds of newspaper articles checked; the junior class, 19*5 per cent 
of the sample group, read 914 or 19*32 per cent of the types of newspaper 
articles; the senior class, 12 per cent of sample group, read 5®5 °r 11*94 
per cent and the other students, 0*75 Per cent of the sample group, read 
43 or .90 per cent of the total number of types of newspaper articles 
checked (see Table 2&). 
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TABLE 26 
KINDS OF ARTICLES READ IN NEWSPAPERS 
Kinds of 
Articles 
Fr. So. Jr. Sr. Special Total Per Cent of 
Students 
Front page news 144 75 65 36 2 322 80.50 
World affairs 133 74 64 34 3 308 77. 
Sports 125 74 60 37 1 297 74.25 
Editorials 113 68 53 40 3 277 69.25 
National news 118 66 52 37 2 275 68.75 
Foreign, news 113 74 47 37 3 271 67.75 
Comics 114 56 54 26 2 252 63. 
Science 118 52 41 24 3 238 59.50 
Local news 107 54 45 28 2 236 59. 
Cartoons 108 54 49 20 2 233 58.25 
Education 87 43 41 20 1 192 48. 
State news 84 43 36 22 1 186 46.50 
Disaster 86 42 26 19 1 175 43.75 
Theater 75 41 36 20 1 173 43.25 
Human interest 73 41 30 23 3 170 42.50 
Radio-TV 79 30 34 23 1 16? 41.75 
Violence 73 29 27 16 1 146 36.50 
Advertisements 65 24 24 21 3 137 34.25 
Photographs 68 25 15 11 2 121 30.25 
Literature 42 20 18 12 - 92 23. 
Classified Ads 39 17 18 13 - 88 22. 
Crossword puzzles 37 19 18 4 - 78 19.50 
Finance 22 22 16 13 1 74 18.50 
Industrial news 26 16 15 11 1 69 17.25 
Society news 27 10 11 7 1 56 14. 
Church news 23 10 11 7 1 52 13. 
Serials 23 7 8 4 - 42 10.50 
Bridge - 1 - - - 1 .25 
Horoscopes - 1 - - - 1 .25 
Weather maps 1 “ — — — 1 .25 
Total 2,123 1,085 914 565 43 4,730 
Class Percentage 44.88 22.93 19.32 11.94 .90 100.00 
CHAPTER IV 
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 
The purpose of this study has been to determine the extracurricular 
reading interests and habits of Morehouse College students through a 
questionnaire administered to a sample group of Morehouse College students. 
This study was primarily concerned with the number and types of books, 
magazines and newspapers read by the students, types of articles read by 
the students in newspapers, their purposes for reading, their sources for 
obtaining and the amount of time spent in reading these materials. 
The.A^un^.gjL.gytp^uprifful^y.Rgading 
An analysis of the extracurricular reading activities of Mcrehouse 
College students showed that about 80.75 per cent of them read books, 
about 99 Per cent read magazines and about 98 per cent read newspapers. 
The amount of time given to reading per week, as reported by the 4°0 
students of the sample group was that about 65 per cent of the students 
spent from one to seven hours per week reading books, magazines, and news¬ 
papers. This amount appears small but consideration should be given to 
the fact that this applies only to non-classroom assigned reading. 
Books 
When considering the total number of fiction and non-fiction books 
read by the sample group, fiction books appear to be the more popular type 
of book. However, fiction books were more popular by a representative 
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margin with freshmen and sophomores only. Juniors read only one more book 
of fiction than of non-fiction, and seniors and special students showed 
comparable choices for non-fiction books. This suggests that as the 
students advance in academic classification their tastes changed somewhat 
in the direction of more non-fiction, course related books. 
The fiction books read by the study group were not all current 
publications. However, a large number of them were new editions, parts 
of current anthologies and other current publications. The types of non¬ 
fiction books read by the students were, in the order of the number of 
titles listed: political science, sociology, religion, biography and 
philosophy, while the largest numbers of students of the sample group were 
majors in mathematics, biology, sociology, political science and psychology. 
Conclusions to be drawn from these factors might be that since mathematics 
and biology were first and second as to number of majors and thirteenth 
and sixth, respectively, in number of books read that students in the 
social sciences read more non-assigned, course related, non-fiction books 
than do students in the sciences. From the titles of fiction books, it 
might be concluded that the students are interested in the more popular 
current or older best sellers. 
The first four preferences of students in kinds of books were fiction, 
science, history and drama. This appears to conflict with the data in the 
section on types of non-fiction books read. Political science, sociology, 
religion and biography books were read by the first four largest number 
of students while the same four types of books were fourteenth, fifteenth, 
eight, and fifth, respectively, in preferences of students in kinds of 
books they said they liked to read. This suggests a need for a more 
intensive study of the factors causing differences between preferences of 
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Kinds of books and books actually read. Final conclusions cannot be drawn 
here but this might be caused by the availability of some types of books 
over others to the students or that courses and majors actually dictate 
even the students' extracurricular reading of non-fiction books. 
The geographic regions from which the students came were shown to 
have had little affect on the students' reading of fiction and non-fiction 
books. Students from all the regions except the Far Western states and 
the District of Columbia read more fiction than non-fiction books. How¬ 
ever, this factor is of little importance as the students from these 
regions comprised only 1.5 per cent of the sample who read only 2.1 per 
cent of the total number of volumes. The percentage of books read by 
students from each region, corresponded very closely with the per cent of 
the total number of students of the sample group coming from that region. 
A majority of the students read books for information about their 
work, interest in the subject, self improvement and recreation, in that 
order. However, others read books because of habit, as assignments and 
for general information. These books were obtained mainly from the Trevor 
Arnett Library of Atlanta University, the Atlanta Public Library, the 
Morehouse College Reading Room and book stores, while a representative 
number obtained books from home, friends, newsstands and book stores, in 
that order. 
Magazines 
Almost four times as many general news magazines were read as the 
second leading type of magazine, Negro magazines. Sports and adventure 
(including men's magazines) were a close third. Educational, fashion and 
home, technical, business and religions magazines followed, in order of 
preference for a total of 119 different titles and 1,812 titles read. 
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For an all-male, liberal arts college composed of almost 100 per cent Negro 
students these three types of magazines might be expected to be the lead¬ 
ing types of magazines read by the students. The percentage of magazines 
read by the class levels indicated no increased or decreased interest in 
magazine reading with academic advancement. The per cent of magazine 
reading by the students from the various geographic regions corresponded 
with the per cent of students coming from that section to indicate no 
obvious relations between the regions from which the students come and 
any increased or decreased magazine reading habits influenced by region of 
the country from which students come. 
The students' purposes for reading magazines showed two significant 
differences from those of reading books. Firstly, recreation moved from 
a fourth place position in book reading to a first place position in maga¬ 
zine reading; and, secondly, information about their work, interest in 
the subject and self improvement changed from first, second and third 
place to fourth, second and third place positions, respectively. This 
factor suggests an increased recreational interest in magazines over books; 
however, courses and majors are still significant factors in the extra¬ 
curricular reading interests and habits of the students. 
Subscription, newsstands, friends and the Trevor Arnett Library 
of Atlanta University were the first four sources for securing magazines 
by the students. Book stores and the Morehouse College Reading Room were 
cited as sources for magazines with much less frequency. This may indicate 
the unavailability of magazines at these two sources or the increased 
convenience of obtaining magazines by subscription and from newsstands. 
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Newspapers 
Local daily newspapers, Negro weeklies, Negro dailies and national 
dailies were the first four preferences of students in types of newspapers, 
in rank order. The per cent of students from the various regions reading 
these titles corresponded to a large degree with the per cent of students 
of the sample group coming from the various regions. Two points stood out 
in this regional stratification of the sample group; students from the 
Southeastern region read all of the general weekly newspapers and the foreign 
students read all of the foreign newspapers. The former point indicates 
little interest of students from the other regions in weekly newspapers. 
Also, these weeklies were all Southeastern newspapers. The latter point 
indicates a possible interest of the foreign students in newspapers from 
their home countries. 
The students' four leading purposes for reading newspapers were 
interest in the subject, habit, self'-improvement and recreation. The one 
significant factor revealed here is the replacement of information about 
their work by "habit" as one of the four leading purposes of the students 
for reading newspapers. This is the first time habit has been indicated 
as a major reason for reading a type of material while implying a possible 
interest in the news in general. 
Large percentages of the students obtained their newspapers from 
newsstands, home, the Trevor Arnett Library of Atlanta University and 
the Morehouse College Reading Room, The indication of newsstands and 
home as major sources of newspapers might be explained by the relative 
inexpensiveness of newspapers, the fact that most homes subscribe to at 




From an analysis of the answers of the students of the sample group 
to questions on the questionnaire a number of conclusions have been drawn 
with relation to the extracurricular reading interests and habits of Store¬ 
house College students. The average freshman enrolled in Morehouse 
College during the six-month period from November, 1961 to April, 1962 
had read 1.9 books, 4*4 magazines regularly, and 2.7 newspapers regularly 
during an average one to seven hours per week that he spent in the leisure 
time reading of these materials. His major reasons for reading books were: 
information about his work, interests in the subject and self improvement; 
his major reasons for magazine reading were: recreation and interest in 
the magazines, and self improvement. Newspaper reading was done primarily 
out of habit. The primary sources for these materials were: Atlanta 
University's Trevor Arnett Library, the Atlanta Public Library, the More¬ 
house College Reading Room, and bookstores. Subscription, newsstands, 
friends and home were sources of materials for a small number of the 
freshmen. The average freshman also read more fiction than non-fiction 
books; read front page news, sports, national and international news, and 
editorials in newspapers; and, he showed a preference for fiction and 
science books. However, he had read primarily political science, biographical 
and sociological types of non-fiction books. 
apphnagreg 
The average Morehouse College sophomore had read 2.6 books, 4*5 
magazines regularly and 3.3 newspapers regularly while spending an average 
one to seven hours per week reading these materials. His major purposes for 
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reading these materials were: information about his work, interest in the 
subject, recreation, and out of habit. His chief sources for obtaining 
books were: Atlanta University's Trevor Arnett Library, bookstores, and 
the Atlanta Public Library; sources of magazines were subscriptions, news¬ 
stands and the Trevor Arnett Library of Atlanta University. Sophomores 
secured their newspapers from newsstands and the Trevor Arnett Library. 
The average sophomore also read more fiction than non-fiction books; read 
front page, sports, foreign and editorial news in newspapers; expressed a 
preference for science, fiction and drama books; but read religious, 
political science, sociological and biographical types of non-fiction books. 
Juniors 
The average Morehouse College junior had read 2.6 books, 
magazines regularly, and 3*2 newspapers regularly while devoting an average 
one to seven hours per week in the leisure time reading of these materials. 
His major purposes for reading were: information about his work, interest 
in the subject and self improvement. The Atlanta Public Library, Atlanta 
University's Trevor Arnett Library and the Morehouse College Reading Room 
were the major sources of his books while his magazines were secured pri¬ 
marily from the Trevor Arnett Library, through subscription and from news¬ 
stands; and, newspapers were obtained from the Trevor Arnett Library, home, 
newsstands and friends. The average junior read slightly more fiction than 
non-fiction books; he read chiefly front page, world affairs, sports, 
national news and comics in newspapers; and, he preferred science fiction 
and biographical type books. The leading types of books that he actually 




The average Morehouse College senior had read 2.9 books during the 
six months period, 4*9 magazines regularly, and 3.2 newspapers regularly. 
He spent an average of one to seven hours per week reading each of these 
types of materials. The average senior read these materials for informa¬ 
tion about his work, interest in the subject, for self-improvement and for 
recreation. He obtained most of his books from Atlanta University's 
Trevor Arnett Library, the Atlanta Public Library, the Morehouse College 
Reading Room and bookstores; his magazines were obtained from the Trevor 
Arnett Library, through subscription, and from newsstands; and, his news¬ 
papers were obtained from the Trevor Arnett Library, newsstands and home. 
The average senior read more non-fiction than fiction books, read editorials, 
sports, national, foreign and front page news in newspapers; had read books 
in political science, sociology, and biographies; and, indicated a pre¬ 
ference for books in science, fiction and history. 
Z&g. Avgragg. sfii 
The findings from the study revealed the leisure time reading 
interests and habits of the average Morehouse College student during the 
six month period from November 1961 to April, 1962. The average student 
at Morehouse College read 2.8 books, 4*5 magazines regularly, and three 
newspapers regularly while spending an average one to seven hours per 
week in reading these materials. He read these materials for three major 
reasons; information about his work, interest in the subject and for self 
improvement. His materials were obtained mainly from Atlanta University’s 
Trevor Arnett Library, the Morehouse College Reading Room, the Atlanta 
Public Library, newsstands, and through subscription. The major types of 
newspaper articles read by the average student were front page, world 
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affairs, sports, editorials, national, foreign news, and the comics, in 
rank order. The average student also read more fiction than non-fiction 
type books} had read a larger number of books in political science, 
sociology, religion and biography; and indicated a preference for books 
of fiction, science, history, drama and biography. 
Sofflo of the positive implications of this study ares 
1* That Idorehouse College students do engage in extracurricular 
reading, especially of newspapers and magazines while to a more limited 
©stent of books. 
2. That the average senior reads more than the average freshman. 
3. That o large number of students have similar leisure time 
reading interests and habits in books, magazine and newspapers. 
4. That areas of subject concentration influence some of the extra¬ 
curricular reeding interests and habits of Storehouse College students. 
5. That neither fraternity affiliations nor the geographic region 
from which the students come have very much effect on their reading interests 
and habits* 
6. That ftorehouso College students read many of the leading general 
news, Negro, educational, and sports magazines. 
7. That the books read by the htorehouse College students include 
many current fiction books ns well as many current course-reloted, non- 
fietion books. 
8. That Morehouse College students read many of their local home¬ 
town newspapers while showing a special interest in Negro newspapers, the 
daily Atlanta newspapers, and the New York Times. 
9. That the majority of the students obtain their reading materials, 
books, magazines and newspapers from Atlanta University's Trevor Arnett Library 
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Some of the negative implications of this study are: 
1. That the majority of the students at Morehouse College spend 
only a few hours per week in the leisure time reading of books, magazines 
and newspapers. 
2. That the Morehouse College Reading Room is the source of 
reading materials for only a few students. 
3» That with the exception of books of fiction and of biography 
the students do not read many of the types of books for which they indi¬ 





TITLES OF BOOKS AND NUMBERS OF READERS 
FICTION 
Goddam White Man   21 
Advise and Consent    19 
Ugly American  1? 
Tropic of Cancer   « 16 
To Kill a Mockingbird*.  16 
Crime and Punishment  14 
Apostle   10 
Exodus  10 
War and Peace  10 
Native Son   9 
1984  9 
Time Machine  9 
Prologue to Love  8 
Ben Hur  7 
Candide  7 
Elmer Gantry  7 
Grapes of Wrath  7 
Red Badge of Courage  7 
Aucassin and Nicolette    6 
Anthology of Greek Drama  6 
Prophet   6 
Agony and Ec stacy  5 
Fountainhead  5 
From the Terrace  5 
Lolita  5 
Eight Men  5 
Babbitt  4 
Dr. Zhivago  4 
Farewell to Arma  4 
Great Expectations  4 
Look Home-ward Angel  4 
Not as a Stranger  4 
Return to Peyton Place  4 
Song of Myself  4 
American Tragedy  3 
Brave New World  3 
Campus Tramp  3 
Carpetbaggers   3 
Catcher in the Rye  3 
Diary of Anne Frank  3 
God's Little Acre  3 
Goodbye Mr. Chips  3 
Hawaii   
Of Human Bondage    
Peaceable Lane  
Peyton Place       
Return of the Native  
Tale of Two Cities   
Trouble in July  
Tight White Collar   
Withering Heights  
All Quiet on the Western Front.. 
Around the World in 80 Days .... 
Black Boy  
The Bridge at Toko Ri  
Bridge at San Luis Rey   
Brothers Karamazov  
Cat on a Hot Tin Roof .......... 
Count of Monte Cristo  
Damned Con't Cry   
Death of a Salesman  
Don Quixote  
El Cid  
Fathers and Sons  
Foxes of Harrow   
Invisible Man   
Lady Chatterley's Lover  
Lost Horizon  
Les Misérables   
Moon Dust  
My Dear Beloved    
Naked and the Dead  
Of Mice and Men   
Silver Chalice  
Soldier's Pay  
Summer Place   
Ring of Bright Water  
Return of the Native     
Sun Also Rises  
A Time to Love and a Time to Die 
Tobacco Road   















































One (1) Reader 
Fiction (Continued) 
Act One 




Before I Sleep 
Best of Alfred Hitchcock 
Bell, Book and Candle 
Black Anger 
Black Flame 
Breakfast at Tiffany's 
Butterfield 8 
Case of the Green Eyed Sister 
Case of the Substitute Face 
Case of the Serious Spinster 
A Cat Has Many Tails 
Christmas Carol 
Come, My Beloved 
College of Sinners 
Constant Wife 
Cry the Beloved Country 
Cutlass Empire 
Dance on a Volcano 
Dark Island 
Deer Slayers 
Dear and Glorious Physican 
Desire Under the Elms 




East of Eden 
Edge of the Sea 
Escape from Freedom 
L'etranger, roman 
Fair Oaks 
Firament of Time 
Flight into Spece 
Forbidden Man 
Go Tell It on the Mountain 
Go South to Sorrow 
Gone With the Wind 
The Good Earth 
Green Pastures 
Half Angel 
The Heart Has its Reasons 
Harrison High 
Hill of Dreams 
The Hunters 
Island in the Sun 
I Sow Not In Anger 
Inn of the Sixth Happiness 
It All Started in Europe 
Ivanhoe 
Journey into Outer Space 
Journey into Summer 
Journey to the Center of the Earth 
The Judas Tree 
Jude the Obscure 




Le Médecin Maigre Lui 
La Dolce Vita 
L'homme Revolted 
L'esprit de Loir 
The Last Angry Man 
The Last Hurrah 
Leaves From the Notebook of 
a Tamed Cynic 
Last of the Mohicans 
Legion of the Damned 
Lesbian Love 
Level 7 
Lie Down in Darkness 
Lust for Lovers 
Iysistrara 
Main Street 
Man in the Grey Flannel Suit 
Man in Space 
Man of All Seasons 
Man Under Stress 
Man Without a Country 
Medea 
Merry Christmas Mr, Baxter 
Mid-Centuiy 
My Favorites in Suspense 
Mysterious Island 
Night They Burned the Mountain 
Down 
No Place to Run 
Num's Stoiy 
Operation Prison Riot 









Postman Always Knocks Twice 
Pride and Prejudice 




A Raisin in the Sun 
Red Head 
Richest Man in Babylon 
Robinson Crusoe 
Run Silent, Run Deep 
Scarlet Pimpemell 
The Search for Brldey Murphy 
Secret Agent 
Seven Sinners 




Song of Bernadette 
Spencer's Mountain 
Splendor in the Crass 
Springtime and Stars 
Stalwarts 
Strange Fruits 
Stars in My Crown 
Susie Wong 
Swiss Family Robinson 
Teahouse of the August Moon 
A Tear and A Smile 
Tambourines to Glory 
Thief 
This Beat Generation 
This Very Earth 
There Was Once A Slave 
Three Soldiers 
Time and Time Again 
Tin Cans 
To the Moon and Back 
20,000 Leagues Under the Sea 
Twix Twelve and Twenty 
Tyranny of Worlds 




Village of Stars 
War Hawk 
Wine of Life 
Winter of Our Discontent 
Woman With A Sword 
World of Fear 
Yearling 
Years of Triumph 
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N0N-FICT3PN 
Profiles in Courage  15 
Rise and Fall of the Third Reich 12 
Souls of Black Folk  11 
Black Reconstruction   10 
Origin of the Species  9 
Lonely Crowd  8 
Affluent Society    6 
Microbe Hunters  6 
Inside Europe Today  6 
Problems of Men   5 
Strides Toward Freedom  5 
Theory of the Leisure Class  5 
American Dilemma  4 
Faith and Culture   4 
Hidden Persuaders  4 
Mein Kaxnpf  4 
Organization Man   4 
Status Seekers   4 
Power of Positive Thinking   3 
Black Muslims in America  3 
Life and Literature of the 
Old Testament  3 
Patterns of Culture   3 
Up From Slavery  3 
health of Nations    3 
American Culture   2 
Biography of M. K. Ghandi  2 
Caste and Class in a Southern Town... 2 
Communist Manifesto  2 
Confessions of St. Augustine  2 
Crusades Without Violence  2 
Embryology of the Chick  2 
Federal Reserve System   2 
God is My Co-Pilot  2 
Governmental Processes  2 
Greek Way of Life  2 
Man's Religions  2 
Life of Charlemagne   2 
Human Destiny   2 
Meaning of Relativity  2 
Negro in American Culture   2 
Nobody Knows My Name   2 
Preface to History   2 
Prince   2 
Protestant-Catholic-Jew  
Reconstruction   
Religion and the Rise of 
Capitalism.  
Rights of Man   
Seeking to be Christians in 
Race Relations    
Think and Grow Rich   
Thoughts for Times Like These... 
Understanding the Old 
Testament.    




















One (1) Reader 
Non-Fiction (Continued) 
Abraham Lincoln 
Advanced Calculus and Mathematics 
Made Simple 
Adventures of the Mind 
AFL-CIC, Labor United 
Africa 
Africa» Land of My Fathers 
Albert Camus 
Aristole’s Four Causes 
Analytical Chemistry 
American Diplomacy 
Art of Central Banking 
Art of Loving 
Art of Scientific Investigation 
As I see Religion 
Autobiography of Benjamin Franklin 
Babe Ruth Story 
Benjamin Tillman 
Bible 
Billy Graham Crusades 
Birth Control Pills 
Black Bourgeousis 
Calculus for the Modern Man 





Choose Your Profession 
Christ and the American Road 
Christian Ethics and the Sit-ins 
Christian Significance of Karl Marx 
Church and the Reformation 
Civilization, Past and Present 
Communism and Christianity 
Community Recreation 
Conscience of the Conservative 
Confucianism 
Constitution of the United States 
Crisis 




The Day Lincoln Died 
Decartes to Kant 
Dialogues of Plato 
Dodsworth 
Eynamics of the Soviet Society 
Economic Classes of the '60‘s 
Elements of Calculus 
Embryology 
Emotion 
Existentialism and Human 
Emotions 
Existentialism from 
Dostoevsky to Satre 
Existentialist Posture 
Exploding Metropolis 
Faith and Reason 
Family in Transition 
Fidel Castro and Cuba 
Folk Medicine 
For Two Cents Plain 
Foreign Exchange 
Forgive Us Our Trespasses 
Freud and His Times 
Freudian Psychology 
Garden of the Prophet 
General Psychology 




Greater Than I 
Greatest Stoiy Ever Told 
Greek Way of Life 
Growing Ministry 
Growing up in New Guinea 
Heart of Jass 
Henry Grady 
History of Creek Civilization 
History of Ideas 
History of Physical Education 
History of the U. S. Foreign 
Service 
How to Buy Stocks 
How the Great Religions Began 
How to Develop Super Power 
Memory 
Ideas of Nationalism 
In His Steps 
Individual Behavior 
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One (1) Reader 
Non-Fiction (Continued) 
Inside the John Birch Society- 
Introduction to Art and Music 
Introduction to the Bible 
Introduction to Metaphysics 
Introduction to Modem Music 
Keys to the Kingdom 
Kidnap 
King of Kings 
Knowledge, Morality and Destiny- 
Legislative Processes 
Liberals and Conservatives 
Life After Death 
Life and History of the English 
Church 
Life of George Washington Carver 
The Life of Billy Graham 
The Life of Mozart 
The Life of Van Gogh 
Literature and Morality 
Living Faiths 
Lost African Cities 
Man, Race and Society 
Man’s Knowledge and the Future 
Mao Tse 
Mary Magdeline 
Math For Industry 
Men and Mathematics 
Metaphysics of Plato 
Milestones of Medicine 
Modem Music 
Money and Medium of Exchange 
Monks’ Life 
Mr, Lincoln 
My Fight for Sanity 
Nature and Cause of Wealth 
Nature of the Atom 
Negro Church 
Negro in Reconstruction 
Negro's God 
Neither Black Nor White 
Not of this World 




Philosophers of Education 
Poems of Robert Frost 
Political Ideals 
Political Upheaval 
Politics and Pressure Groups 
Posterior Analytics 
Power Elite 
Perdicament of Modem Man 
Preface to the Bible 
Principles of Communism 
Problems in Philosophy 




Psychology of Sex 
Public Philosophy 
Quantitative Analysis 
Page of Islam 
Reality of Man 
Religion in Crises 
Reluctant Africans 
Report on the Atom 
Restoration of Civilization 
Rise and Fall of Nazi Germany 
Safety and First Aid 
School and Society 
See Around Us 
Sense and Sensibility 
Science and Government 
Sermons and Soda Water 
SeX Facts 
Sexual Pleasures in Marriage 
Sister Carrie 
Six Crises 
Slums and Suburbs 
Source of Malice 
South Africa 
The Story of Babe Ruth 
The Story of Civilization 
A Study of History 
Symposium of Kinsey 
Theories of Existentialism 
They Walked With God 
Time to Stand 
Transistors in Radio and T.V, 
Understanding Other People 
Wade Hampton 
War in the West 
What Men Live By 
One (1) Reader 
Non-Fiction (Continued) 
Why Men Hate 
Works of Rudyard Kipling 
Young People 
Your Medical Career 
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APPENDIX B 
TITLES OF MAGAZINES AND NUMBERS OF READERS 
Titles of Magazines 
Business 
Business Week  7 
Business News  1 
Business Screen  . 1 
Commonwealth  1 
Public Relations  1 
Salesman  1 
Educational 
Reader's Digest  43 
Harpers  21 
Atlantic  13 
New Yorker   11 
Saturday Review    9 
Scientific American   9 
Sociological Journal   3 
Chemistry  2 
Political Science 
Review  2 
Science Newsletter  2 
Vital Speeches    2 
Analytical Chemistry  1 
Drug Topics    1 
Le Journal  1 
Kenya Student 
Newsletter   1 
Natural History  1 
Science Digest  1 
Science Weekly   1 
Scientific Teacher  1 
Sky and Telescope  1 
Social Forces  1 
West Africa  1 
Fashion and Home (cont'd) 
House Beautiful  1 
Living for Young ..... 
Homemakers   1 
Parent's Magazine  1 
General News 
Time 303 
Life   260 
Newsweek    201 
Look   171 
Saturday Evening Post  57 
Ü. S. News and World 
Report  29 
Fortune   6 
Nation  4 
New Republic  4 
Reporter   2 
Today's Health  2 
African Opinion  1 
Foreign Affairs  1 
La Cite  1 
Music  1 
T. V. Guide  1 
United Nations World  1 
Negro 
Ebony  176 
Jet  88 
Sepia  9 
Phylon  8 
Tan  4 
Negro Digest  3 
Crisis   2 
Fashion and Home 
Esquire  
Better Homes and 
Gardens    
Holiday  
Ladies' Home Journal 
American Child  
Family Health    
















Title of Magazines and Number of Readers (continued) 
Men's Magazines: Sports, Adventure. 
Photography and Miscellaneous Technical 
Sports Illustrated  65 Popular Mechanics  
Playboy . 49 Popular Science ....... 
Gentleman's Quarterly   23 Popular Electronics ... 
Mad    11 Electronics Illustrated 
Sports  12 Mechanics Illustrated . 
Hot Rod   6 Audio-Visual Weekly ... 
For Men Only  5 Electronics News  
Down Beat  4 Electronics World  
Nugget  4 QST  
Adam     3 Radio Electronics ..... 
Sporting News  3 Radio - TV  
Sports Afield   3 Science and Mechanics . 
Car Craft  2 Science Illustrated ... 
Motor Trends  2 Science Illustrated ... 
Outdoor Life   2 
Strength   2 
Police Gazette  2 
Auto Mechanics Journal  1 
Boxing Review  1 
Car and Driver   1 
Chess Review  1 
C.Q, Radio Amateurs Journal.. 1 
Crocked  1 
Golf Digest   1 
Horse Lovers   1 
Manhunt  1 
Metronomic    1 
MGM Monthly  1 
Muscle Builders  1 
Modern Photography  1 
Nude  1 
Photography  1 
Racing World  1 
Real      1 
Ring  1 
Sick  1 
Sports and Country   1 
Walt Disney Comics  1 

















TITLES OF NEWSPAPERS AND NUMBERS OF READERS 
Daily Newspapers 
Number of 
Titles of Newspapers Readers 
Local 
Atlanta Constitution  324 
Atlanta Journal  227 
St. Louis Post Dispatch  7 
Miami Herald    4 
Arkansas Gazette  2 
Birmingham News  2 
Chicago Herald Tribune     2 
Fort Pierce News Tribune   2 
Macon Telegraph    2 
Miami News  2 
Montgomery Advertiser   2 
Washington Post   2 
Albany Herald  1 
Athens Banner Herald  1 
Brunswick News   1 
Chattanooga Times  1 
Cleveland Plain Dealer  1 
Cleveland Press   1 
Columbia Record ( S.C. )  1 
Columbia State ( S.C. )   1 
Daily Ardmoreite ( Okla. )  1 
Daytona Evening Journal    1 
Daytona Morning Journal  1 
Detroit Free Press   1 
Detroit News  1 
Dublin Courier Herald  1 
Florence Morning News  1 
Florida Times Union  1 
Gadsden Times  1 
Los Angeles Mirror  1 
Los Angeles Times   1 
Louisville Courier-Journal   1 
Louisville Times  1 
Marietta Journal  1 
New York Daily News  1 
Newport New Daily Press  1 
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Titles of Newspapers Number of 
Readers 
Local 
Newport New Time Herald  1 
Orlando Sentinel  1 
St. Louis News  1 
The State ( N.C. )  1 
Suffolk News Herald  1 
Thomasville Times Enterprise   1 
National 
New York Times  121 
Chicago Tribune   7 
Wall Street Journal  7 
Christian Science Monitor (Boston)  5 
Chicago Daily News  2 
New York Herald Tribune    2 
Negro 
Atlanta Daily World  181 
Chicago Defender  13 
Tri-State Defender  3 
Weekly Newspapers 
Local 
Beaufort Gazette   2 
Carolina Times  1 
DeKalb New Era  1 
Eatonton Messenger  1 
Morning Advocate ( La. )  1 
State Times ( La. )  1 
Negro 
Atlanta Inquirer   108 
Pittsburgh Courier  44 
Afro-American  15 
Muhammed Speaks  14 
Norfolk Journal and Guide  7 
Houston Informer  7 
New York Amsterdam News   4 
Louisiana Weekly  3 
Cleveland Call and Post  2 
Baton Rouge News Leader  1 
Birmingham World  1 
Black Dispatch ( Ala. )  1 
Houston Forward Times  1 
Memphis World   1 
New York Courier    1 
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Number of 
Titles of Newspapers Readers 
Foreign 
Le Figaro Littéraire ( Paris )  1 
Daily Express ( Nigeria )    1 
Manchester Guardian ( England )  2 
Others 




To the Student: I am trying to discover exactly what your leisure 
time reading interests are. Please answer each of the questions below. 
Thank you, 
George Calvin Grant 
Class Major subject Home town  
Home state  Do you belong to a fraternity? Yes No  
I. What BOOKS have you read in the past six (6) months? 
(Please list them by title on the back of this sheet.) 
II. Indicate by number the four (4) kinds of books you prefer 
to read. (Place "l" by your first choice; "2" by your 
second choice; etc.) 
_____ Biography   Fine Arts   Religion Others: 
  Drama   History   Science  
 Essays   Philosophy   Travel  
  Fiction   Poetry  Vocation   
HI. What MAGAZINES and NEWSPAPERS do you read regularly? 
(Please list them by title on the back of this sheet.) 












Foreign news   Social stories 
"Front page   Society 
news"   Sports 
, Human interest  State news 
Industrial news  Theater 
Literature   Violence 
Local news ___ World affairs 
Photographs Others: 
National news  
Radio and TV  
Science 
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V. Check your reasons for reading the following types of materials 
Books Magazines Newspapers 
Recreation ______    
Information about my work    ______ 
Interest in the subject       
Self improvement      
Habit       
Others:        
VI. Where do you secure your reading materials? (Please check.) 
Books Magazines Newspapers 
Morehouse Reading Room       
Trevor Arnett Library      
Public Library       
Subscription      
Book stores       
Book clubs   _____    
Newsstands   _____   
Friends   ______ _____ 
Home        
Others:         
VII. About how many hours per week do you spend in leisure time 
reading? 
Books Magazines Newspapers 
Less than nl° hour   ___ _____ 
1-3 hours      
4-7 hours _____  .   
8-10 hours      
11 or more hours 
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